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Stimson’ s Draft and Truman’ s Final Potsdam Proclamation

Stimson’ s Draft (July 2, 1945)
Proclamation by the Heads of State
U.S.—U.K.— [U.S.S.R.]* —China

[Delete matters inside brackets if U.S.S.R. not in war]

1. We,--the President of the United States, the Prime
Minister of Great Britain, [the Generalissimo of the
Soviet Union] and the President of the Republic of
China, representing the hundreds of millions of our
countrymen, have conferred and agree that Japan
shall be given an opportunity to surrender on the
terms we state herein.

2. The prodigious land, sea and air forces of the United
States, the British Empire and of China, many times
reinforced by their armies and air fleets from the west
[have now been joined by the vast military might of the
Soviet Union and] are poised to strike the final blow
upon Japan. This military power is sustained and
inspired by the determination of all the Allied nations
to prosecute the war against Japan until her
unconditional capitulation.

12. The occupying forces of the Allies shall be withdrawn
from Japan as soon as our objectives are
accomplished and there has been established beyond
doubt a peacefully inclined, responsible government of
a character representative of the Japanese people.
This may include a constitutional monarchy under the
present dynasty if it be shown to the complete
satisfaction of the world that such a government will
never again aspire to aggression.

13. We call upon those in authority in Japan to proclaim
now the unconditional surrender of all the Japanese
armed forces under the authority of the Japanese
Government and High Command, and to provide
proper and adequate assurances of their good faith in
such action.

Potsdam Proclamation

Proclamation by the Heads of Governments
United States, China and the United Kingdom

1. We,--the President of the United States, the President of
the National Government of the Republic of China and the
Prime Minister of Great Britain, representing the hundreds
of millions of our countrymen, have conferred and agree
that Japan shall be given an opportunity to end this war.
2. The prodigious land, sea and air forces of the United
States, the British Empire and of China, many times
reinforced by their armies and air fleets from the west are
poised to strike the final blow upon Japan. This military
power is sustained and inspired by the determination of all
the Allied nations to prosecute the war against Japan until
she ceases to resist.

12. The occupying forces of the Allies shall be withdrawn
from Japan as soon as our objectives are accomplished
and there has been established in accordance with the
freely expressed will of the Japanese people a peacefully
inclined and responsible government.

13. We call upon those in authority in Japan to proclaim
now the unconditional surrender of all the Japanese armed
forces, and to provide proper and adequate assurances of
their good faith in such action. The alternative for Japan is
prompt and utter destruction.

Potsdam July 26, 1945
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Mother and child, burned by the blast, rest on bank’s floor. Photographer Eyerman reported
their injuries looked like those he had seen when he photographed men burned at Pearl Harbor.
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