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May 8, 1945

STATOENT BY THE PReESIDEIT

Hazi Geraany has been defested,

The Japanesu people have felt the welght of owr land, air and naval
attacks. So long as their leaders and the armecd forces continue tho war
the striking powor and lntaasity of our blows nill steadily incrzase and
will bring utter destruclion te Japants industrial war praduction, to its
shipping, and Lo everytilng that supporiy its milltary sctivity,

The longer tha war lasts, the graater will be the sulfering and hard-
ships which tho peopla of Japun will underge -~ all in wvain, dur blows
will not ceasec until the Japarose military and naval forces lay dJown their

wrms in unconditional surrender.

Just whal doos the unconditional surrender of the amed rforces nesn
for the Japsnese peopla?

It means the ¢nd of the war,

It ¢eans the terndnation of the influence of the nilitapy leaders
who have brought Japan to the present brink of disaster,

It means provision for the return of seoldisrs and sailors to their
fanilies, thelr faras, their joba.

It ocans not prolonging the present agony and sufferinyg of the Japaneso
in the vain hope of victory.

Unconditional surrender doos nob newn the exlermination or enslaveaent F‘

19/

ol the Japunesa peopla.
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«in the wer which might be tne result cf say Tempting
Japmnese offer for A pesoe rrlling short of destruction
of Jepan's war potential. These rdventages would be iz
#dd1tion to the odvious 5&vaﬁmges af' the propoesl ia
serving as a useful vehicle of our propagends and 1in
oroviding = poassible foundatlon for a gurrender whioh
would not lesd to an incomcluslive pance.

¥4, Probebly the most propitious moment 1n whioh
to demand = Jepangse uncenditionel surrendor 18 at the
time the Oklnaws operation hess progreessed suffloiently
to insure ite success. Buch & demand might Toregtrll a
Jppenese offer of gonditional surrendsr., Even if rojeoted,
1t aight well ceuse incramslng Gieeengion within politicel
eireles in Japen.

5, It is suggested:

£. That a strong demand Tor the unconditional
aurrendax; of Japen, in the sense of the attached

- moment in which to demand a
Japanese unconditional surrender is at
the time the Okinawa operation has
progressed sufficiently to insure -

PR/ C RS RIS NTIZZ OB
ECE. BARCEEMARAZDED
IR HETH S,

25 {n whater ne £20uld go o »ith the meejing at ail oo

uro but declilli_ed to lat Grey, who'wag the ons who téally
.‘? o ahesd :1‘:-231 it,  He m_& brought with hiz the prepessd
Tecr__-_ﬁa_ry ef 5:.?1.9 W0 the Jujmnese malzh hud bewn donen up

He‘r_éad 1t m.! then eslird for our comzent. 10:d nis

e 1,
-that 1 us'i.n.c...._s. d.t bgree ®LtE plving the Jgpaneu A aodificatizn of e

uscorditional s ender’ foraule und suee hape.'.o feduse thed 1o practi:slly

Alter s discussion m;i;d the ub-:l_e T sus caceed 2p by ¥arstall and tnes by

sverybody slse

n »kg§ nere, Uslloy, Elzes Davia, Forrestsl's Jegal

td Eugeny Douzan vag U5 tne Spactal Zssiatant to- -

.__,[s'uu Dunn,

I thought the timing was

wrong and this was not the
time to do it

AL THEV, SEENZRERIN
& CHFIRL 12

e

1 SWNCC 149, Reel 14, Microfilm, Martin P. Claussen, Records of the State-War-Navy Coordinating Committee and State-Army-Nangir Force Coordinating Committee, 19441947, Wilmington: Scholarly Resources, Inc., 1977.
2 Stimson Diary, 29 May 1945, Stimson Papers, Yale Univ. Lib., 5-D-1, Microfiche, lokibe Makoto ed., Occupation of Japan, Part 1: U.S.

Planning Documents, 1942-45, Congressional Information Service, Inc. and Maruzen Co., 1987.
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740.00119 Potsdam/7-2648
Proclamation !

ProcramaTion BY THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENTS,
Unirep Srates, CriNa anp THE Unirep Kinepow ?

(1) We, the President of the United States, the President of the
National Government of the Republic of China and the Prime Minister
of Great Britain, representiog the hundreds of millions of our country-
men, have conferred and agree that Japan shall be given an oppor-
tunity to end this war.

(2) -The prodigious land, sea and air forces of the United States,
the British Empire and of China, many times reinforced by their
armies and air fleets from the west are poised to strike the final blows
upon Japan. This military power is sustained and inspired by the
determination of all the Allied nations to prosecute the war against
Japan until she ceases to resist.

(3) The result of the futile and senseless German resistance to the
might of the aroused free peoples of the world stands forth in awiful
clarity as an example to the people of Japan. The might that now
converges on Japan is immeasurably greater than that which, when
applied to the resisting Nazis, necessarily laid waste to the lands, the
industry and the method of life of the whole German people. The
full application of our military power, backed by our resolve, will > mean
the inevitable and complete destruction of the Japanese armed forces
and just as inevitably the utter devastation of the Japanese homeland.

(4) The time has come for Japan to decide whether she will continue
to be controlled by those self-willed milita[r}istic advisers whose unin-
telligent calculations have brought the Empire of Japan to the
threshold of annihilation, or whether she will follow the path of reason.

(5) Following are our terms. We will not deviate from them. There
are no alternatives. We shall brook no delay.

{6) There must be eliminated for all time the authority and influence
of those who have deceived and misled the people of Japan into
embarking on world conquest, for we insist that a new order of peace,
securily and justice will be impossible until irresponsible militarism
is driven from the world.

(7) Until such a new order is established and until there is convincing
proof that Japan’s war-making power is destroyed, points in Japanese
territory to be designated by the Allies shall be occupied to secure the
achievement of the basic objectives we are here setting forth.

(8) The terms of the Cairo Declaration * shall be carried out and
Japanese sovereignty shall be limited to the islands of Honshu,
Hokkaido, Kyushu, Shikoku and such minor islands as we determine.

(9) The Japanese military forces, after being completely disarmed,
shall be permitted to return to their homes with the opportunity to
lead peaceful and productive lives.

(10) We do not intend that the Japanese shall be enslaved as a race
or destroyed as [a] nation, but stern justice shall be meted out to all
war criminals, including those who have visited cruelties upon our
prisoners. The Japanese government shall remove all obstacles to
the revival and strength[en]ing of democratic tendencies among the
Japanese people. Freedom of speech, of religion, and of thought, as
well as respect for the fundamental human rights shall be established.

(11) Japan shall be permitted to maintain such industries as will
sustain her economy and permit the exaction of just reparations in
kind, but not those industries which would enable her to re-arm for
war., To this end, access to, as distinguished from control of raw
materials shall be permitted. Eventual Japanese participation in
world trade relations shall be permitted.

(12) The occupying forces of the Allies shall be withdrawn from
Japan as soon as these objectives have been accomplished and there
has been established in accordance with the freely expressed will of the
Japanese people a peacefully inclined and responsible government.

(13) We call upon the Government of Japan to proclaim now the
unconditional surrender of all the Japanese armed forces, and to pro-
vide proper and adequate assurances of their good faith in such action.
The alternative for Japan is prompt and utter destruction.

Porspam July 26, 1945
Harry S TrumAN
WinstoN CHURCHILL
by H.S. T.
PresipENT oF CHINA
by wire ®

U.S. Department of State, Foreign Relations of the United States 1945, Volume IV, Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1969, p. 525.
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¥ #

8y Command and in behsil ul e Emperce of Japn
u- 1he Jegcnese Governme:

- 7 ol
,f/él- £ F.iLEp
B Commend end In beteir of Ihe nn
imoerial General Meadquor

INSTRUMENT OF SURRENDER

04hng by commond of ond in beholf of the Lmperer of Jopon, the

Juponese Goversment ond the Jopanese Imperial Genaral Weadauasters,

Neceby occept Ihe provisions sef fortn in the declarotion ixsved by the beass
Govarnments of ie United States, Ching and Great Britan on

iy 1995, of Potsdam, ane subtequeaty sdhered 1o by ihe Union of Aty

Socralist Republe » four powers are hers terred 1o o5 the Atlied

hm

We heraby procloim Ihe unconditional surrender 1o tne Allied
Pomers of the Jopaness Impenal Genersl Weadquariers ord of ait

o forces ond ol ormed forces wnder Jopanese control
wheraver situoted.

Acceptes of

o
on 1he dop of —_SEPIEMALE 1543
for the United States, Republic of Ching, United Kirgdom ond the
‘/ﬂloa of Sovie! Sociolist Mﬂl’lcl‘, ond in Ihe interasts of the olher

0 Wations of war with Jop:

NeShuaty) conmend-aliiuncher s fore ated ond
e Jopanese peosle 1o tortnmitn, ;an tropeptin
ships, lm'ull ua military end cunl property ond to
Compiy i all requirements which mey be impoted by n- Ll
Cammonder for the ANied Powers o by agencies of the Je .
Government of s direction

for the Allied Fowers.

command fhe Japanese Imperial General Heodquarters

the. Commanders of oll Japonese. forces L
ontrol wher 100 10 surcerde
unconditionally Ihemseives eod '/I forces under Illll control.
We heredy command all civil, military end naval Oll)el'll t0 - =
Sbey ond aatorce oll sroctemettom, orders and disactives  dee =
10 Saa o mander 1o 104 Atind 010 be sroses 1o Aopedhc "of China: Bapeessntotve
ettectvate der and issved n, him ar uun s authority "L/‘u-/'\
Cbiliepd iyt iy ofticiots 1o remain of their posts ond o M
continue o perform Ihetr nu‘-rlﬂllllnl dulies unless spaciticaliy United lllnuM Representative
reheved by him or under Ns oulhor:
We heredy undertoke for Ihe Emperor, Ihe Jopones
a-mn-m ond thewr successors to carry out m mmmu of the &
o Ded oratioe T yond nm and fo 150 oders Represeatelire:
he ever action me red by I‘l SItlfMll leﬁln /
Taibe et fomate e or -n, olher dusignated representonive o 7%
/ Ihe altied Pomers for e pursote of giving elect to el Oecroration. Commenwithin ot Avstiae rotive
We Deredy com anese Imperiol Government ond
1he e In’lﬂll ﬂllll/./ N lﬂvllll" 'I ml to libe ol b T T T A
alhed prisoners of mar and nte under Japanese Dominion of Capada Reptamatotive,
control end 1o provide foc their ;rm:mn, care, moimtanance, oo8 ‘) -
immediote transportation o ploces ted AP N L M e b
Frorlsionol -Government of - the~Fresch
Toe outority of the Empmr ond. IM Jeravess Oovsramest 1y bicfepresentas
ore snell be s 1o the Commander for Ll ,,, —
it et Eoved Frapes s Do e senss s 7t °
90 Verms_of surrender, Y o m.\..—,,.zr.w-, A rnip et
i “Wethurionds Represent
,,]ﬂh\ poos it
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£. Modntenance of onladeguate system of cvepacns base

Fereea-eé‘-mia}_mvﬂ—aﬂ&'qustse-swenggh,‘.,_vﬂﬂ:_;}.ﬁ5H,_,é It 1A be

agouwied that the United itotos, relative to other groat povers,

will maingoin in peace tinme as apmed forces only o minimum

nercenbese of ibs wor time potential. Tt ig imperative thepe-

fore that these forees be the best traincd in the world, ond

cquipped with supcrlor materiel and se disposcd strotegicenlly
that they con be brought to bear ot the scuree of cnemy mili-
tary poucr, or In other eritical arcas in tims to thwert abtack
by 2 potentinl aggressor. These forces must be supported by
an adcguate systom of bascs and machinery for the ropld
mobilipation of our nationzl rescurecs, Planz and preparations

must be leept abreast ol developments of new weapons and counter
measurca 2gainat them and prov¥ #}J E%%ﬁj?j%l
superior mechanical and industi’ia et AD s X ;‘:F 4t
hecomes evident thet forces of aggression ave being arrayed
against us by 2 potential enemy, we cannot arford, through ony
misguided and perilous idea of avniding an aggressive attitude
to permit the Tirst blow to be struck against us, Our govern-

ment, under such conditlions,

political decision, while making all preparations to strike

the first blow If neccssary. %‘E(CFEDT%%UI&%%

(RIS

S 1496/2, 17 September 1945, in ABC 092
S 1518, 19 September 1945, in ABC 092 (1

should press the issue to a prompt

il ds

EFFLCT OF NCW WEAPONS ON WARFARE -

1. The development of now wcapons hes beon continucus through-
out history. In genersl the effect has always been to incresac
the complexities of werfare, to chenge the technique, end to
increase the magnitude of rorces and of military effort. The

established broad principles of strategy have remained, however,

mas

2. Probably the most revolutionary nev weapon developed to

unchanged .

date has been the atomic bomb. This wespon, a3 presently
developed snd as it will likely remain for some time, 18
primarily &8 strategic weapon suitable for use against industrial
concentregtions ashore in enemy territory. Until such time as
amaller atomic bomba are developed, it 1s visuamlized that tnis
weapon would be used ageinst enemy occunied territory only in
snecial circumstances. Its tactical use in bottle areas offers

vide possibilities as yet not developed. It has great value as

THTH (%frds) (JEBSEYda
THO. EEELTAORE [EESER
HZAREIE T DD(EL TV,

W
N

%18 Jul 45) Sec 1-A, “ABC” File, RG 165, NARAII
Jul 45) Sec 1-A, “ABC” File, RG 165, NARAIL
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COUNTRY WEAPON INITIAL ENTRY WITHDRAWN

| — Nonnuclear Bomb Jul 54 Jun 67

l . . Bomb . Dec 54-Feb 55 Jun 72
280mm gun Dec 55-Feb 56 Jun 60
B-inch Howitzer Jun=Aug 57 Jun 72
Matador Sep—Nov 57 Dec 60
Depth Bomb Dec 57-Feb 58 Jun 72
ADM Feb=May 58 Jun 72
Honest John Dec 57=-Feb 58 Jun 72
Nike Hercules . Jan-Mar 59 Jun 72
Corporal Mar 60 Jun 65
Hotpoint Jul-Sep 60 Dec 60
Lacrosse : Oct-Dec 60 Dec 63
Mace’ Apr-Jun 61 Jun 70
Falcon Jul=-Sep 61 Jun 72
Little John ' Apr=Jun 62 Dec 68
Asroc ' Jan-Mar 63 Apr 66
Terrier Jan-Mar 64 Jun 64
Davy Crockett Apr-Jun 64 Dec €8

155mm Howitzer May 66 Jun 72

"February 1978, B-4

DOD, Office of the Assmtant to the Secretary of Defense (Atomic Energy), History of the Custody and Deployment of Nuclear Weapons: July 1945 through September 1977,
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