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THEY EXIST,
SO THEY CAN BE USED

Highlights of the 2023 World’s Nuclear Warheads Count

® The total inventories appear to have declined, but with regard to The Worlds Nuclear Warheads Count June 2023

deployable nuclear warheads (excluding those retired or to be
dismantled), there is an ongoing military expansion.

® A qualitative arms race is also underway, involving modernization of
nuclear weapons and development of new types of nuclear weapons.
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l All three of these categories contain nuclear warheads that are either Total (Decrease from 2022:200)

decline in global nuclear arsenals achieved since the end of the Cold (2]
War must continue and not be reversed.” Indeed, the total number of
nuclear warheads has been on a consistent downward trend since the

2023

“operationally deployed{fl)strategic nuclear warheads<El)’, Lyz“':a

ntry (2018-23)

. “operationally deployed non-strategic nuclear warheads”, or
end of the Cold War. At its peak (1987), there were nearly 70,000 ‘reserve/non-deployed nuclear warheads”EJ) Together, we refer
nuclear warheads, but bilateral treaties between the U.S. and Russia wien s lep SpEislie warieee” il oSt
and unilateral reductions have greatly reduced that number [Figure 1]. Inentliien di etome, we e CHEtelEes & GeeEmay inr IEHes &l

. o . . to-be-dismantled” warheads. Although these nuclear warheads have
Looking at the 10-year transition from 2013, when this poster first been retired from military stockpiles and stored for dismantlement,

appeared, the total number of nuclear warheads has been reduced by \ this does not necessarily eliminate the possibility of their reuse. /
nearly 4,800 [Figure 2].

Since figures in the poster are rounded, some totals may differ from the actual total.

[Figure 1] However, substantial nuclear expansion is underway. What is noteworthy is the number of deployable
Estimated Global Nuclear Warhead Inventories 1945-2023 nuclear warhead"s. This is the total number of warheads minus the number of warheads “retired or
to be dismantled.” In other words, it is the total number of warheads deployed and ready for use
80,000 (operationally deployed nuclear warheads #8) and the number of warheads stored in preparation
for deployment (reserve/non-deployed nuclear warheads#8). The number of those for deployable
70,000 - has been on a clear upward trend since the implementation deadline (February 2018) of the New
/\Global warhead inventory Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START) between the U.S. and Russia [Figure 3].
60,000
/ \ In addition, all of the countries are making qualitative improvements in their nuclear arsenals. The
50,000 . . . . . . . .
] ) ] international disarmament, non-proliferation, and arms control framework is facing very significant
Soviet/Russian stockpile headwinds
40,000 ~ ~ :
30,000 P /\ i \ In the center of the poster is the Doomsday Clock: in January 2023, the hands of the Doomsday
// \—%_is_st\oakqle \ Clock were advanced by 10 seconds to a record-breaking 90 seconds to midnight. The Doomsday
20,000 Clock, which has been published continuously since 1947 by the prestigious U.S. journal "The
// / \ : \ Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists," is an attempt to symbolically indicate the world's critical situation
10,000 — = with the time remaining until midnight, which is analogous to the time when humanity is annihilated
/Mothers (UK.‘F‘ranoe, China, India, Pakistan, Israel, North Korea) by the use of nuclear weapons or other means.
0 - T e
1945 1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 . . . . . .
St —— The primary reason for the recent advancement of the clock is the military invasion of Ukraine by
Russia and the resulting increase in the risk of nuclear use. The clock is sounding the alarm that our
[Figure 2] world is facing a significant crisis.
Estimated Global Nuclear Warhead Inventories 2013-2023 [Figure 3]
20000 Increase/Decrease of Warheads Available for Deployment 2018-2023
18000 17.300 9587
= 16,400 750 Total Decreases: 4,780 2L Country 2018 2023 | Increase/decrease
16000 =00 g B North Korea -1 [ Russia 4346 | 4490 1+ 144
14000 = — 0 — . — L — = == 13219713130 12720 15550 M India - United States | 3800 3708 § 92
12000 HEE— N — B BB e == B Lo Total of other 7 countries China 240 410 4+ 170
ey H# B H HE B E B B B B by | France 290 290 - 0
U.S.-Russia : :
8000 B United Kingdom total United Kingdom 215 225 * 10
6000 china Pal.(lstan 140 170 %+ 30
000 ] India 125 164 %+ 39
A rance
Israel 80 90 *+ 10
Russ
2000 ussia North Korea 15 40 * 25
M United States
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:

Against the backdrop of Russia's military invasion of Ukraine, tensions and conflicts between the United States and Russia have intensified, reigniting a nuclear arms race. Both the U.S. and Russia
have pursued extensive modernization plans involving substantial budgets to upgrade their aging Cold War-era nuclear weapon systems. Furthermore, they have accelerated the development and
deployment of new advanced weapons utilizing cutting-edge technologies. In March 2023, President Putin announced the deployment of the tactical nuclear missile system "Iskander" in the Russian
ally Belarus.

There have been significant cracks in bilateral and multilateral arms control frameworks. In February 2023, Russia announced the suspension of the New START treaty and, in response, the U.S.
declared a partial halt in information sharing. New START is currently the last remaining bilateral arms control and disarmament treaty between the U.S. and Russia. The treaty has facilitated
confidence-building between the two countries through limitations on the numbers of warheads and missiles, as well as verification measures including regular information exchange and on-site
inspections. The breakdown of such treaties would further accelerate nuclear proliferation and have serious implications for the global order concerning nuclear weapons.

Since the implementation deadline of the New START in February 2018, there has been a shift towards an increase in deployable nuclear warheads. This emphasizes the urgent need to establish a
new framework for arms control and disarmament to succeed the New START, which is set to expire in 2026. Both countries must engage in dialogue immediately. Future U.S.-Russia negotiations
should not only focus on reducing the numbers of warheads and delivery systems but also include discussions about qualitative disarmament. This encompasses limitations or prohibitions on new
weapons such as hypersonic missiles and precision-guided weapons that raise the risk of nuclear weapon use, as well as regulations on military activities in space and cyberspace. It is also crucial
to involve China in these negotiations.

:

China, India, Pakistan, and North Korea's nuclear capabilities are showing a trend of expansion. As illustrated in Figure 3, over the past decade, it is estimated that China has increased its nuclear
warheads by 160, India by 64, Pakistan by 60, and North Korea by at least 30. Additionally, developments and deployments of various delivery systems, including missiles, are progressing rapidly.
Currently, there are no apparent signs of halting these trends.

Particularly concerning is North Korea, which has advanced the development of non-strategic (tactical) nuclear weapons 8 and demonstrated a willingness to consider preemptive use of nuclear
weapons. In September 2022, a law specifying conditions for nuclear weapon use was adopted. This indicates that the country has codified the possibility of preemptive nuclear use based on its
discretionary judgment. A wide range of tests and training for the development and deployment of new weapons have continued.

There have also been indications pointing toward the possibility of a nuclear explosion test, the first since September 2017.

“Submarine-Launched Ballistic Missiles (SLBM)” “Operationally Deployed Nuclear Warheads”
Ballistic missiles capable of being launched from submarines. Nuclear warheads which are deployed at a military unit and are capable of use.
@E} |ntercontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBM)” @ Strategic Nuclear Weapons”
Land-based ballistic missiles with a range of 5,500 km or more. Nuclear warheads to be mounted on nuclear weapons for the purpose of attacking enemy cities and major military installations.
3 “Reserve/non-deployed nuclear warheads” Non-strategic nuclear weapons, by contrast, have a more limited usage in battlefield situations. Non-strategic nuclear weapons

Reserved warheads which are not operationally deployed, but are stored for possible future use. include “tactical nuclear weapons” and “theater nuclear weapons.”



