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e US Military Budge

* The United States spends more on its military budget than the next nine
countries combined. And many of those countries are its allies.
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The US Nuclear Weapons Budget

* What is the US nuclear weapons budget?
°* Two main components
* Department of Defense (DOD)
* Delivery vehicles: missiles, planes, subs

* Operations

* National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA)
* Semi-autonomous agency of the Department of Energy (DOE)

* \Warheads, bombs



Select Major Nuclear Weapons Modernization Programs
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B-21 Strategic Bomber

New
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S5 billion

$89.1
billion

Long Range Standoff
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New
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S981
million

$16.2
billion
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S8.3 billion
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billion
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$24.5
billion

W88

Life
Extension

N/A

$162
million

$2.7 billion

W93

New

$338
million

$14 billion

SLCM-N

New

SO

S30 billion

Ground

GBSD (LGM-35A
Sentinel)

New
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Cumulative Cost and Schedule Overruns for NNSA's Portfolio of Major Projects in
the Execution Phase, as of March 2023
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ational Nuclear Security Admmnistration (NNSA) project documentation and data. | GAO-23-104402

As of March 2023, NNSA's major projects collectively
exceeded their cost estimates by over $2 billion. They also
surpassed their collective schedules by almost 10 years.



The US Defense Budget Process

* Military branches prepare budgets and submit to the President

* The administration prepares a Presidential Budget Request and submits it to
Congress in early February

* House and Senate Armed Services Committees prepare the National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA)

* House and Senate Appropriations Committees prepare appropriations bills

* |f no appropriations bill is passed by end of fiscal year (October 1st), Congress
can pass a Continuing Resolution (CR), if it does not do this, the government
will shut down until they do
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Figure 16.1 Congressional Budget Process for Nuclear Weapons-Related Programs
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The trend continues up

Fiscal year funding for
National Nuclear
Security Administration
weapons activities and
Department of Defense
strategic forces.
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What might affect future funding?

* QOctober 2023 Strategic Posture Review

* “The nuclear force modernization [program of record] is absolutely essential,
although not sufficient.”

* "The Commission is sensitive to budget concerns, but required adjustments to
U.S. strategic posture are necessary and should be prioritized...the Commission
IS concerned that artificial congressional caps placed on spending for national
security will undermine the actions the Commission recommends.”

* Expiration of New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START) in February
2026

* Constrains US and Russia to 1,550 deployed nuclear weapons each

* US modernization program was premised on continuation of some kind of
limitation agreement with Russia, without this, there will be push for more



